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AN ACT Rel ating to bicyclist and notorist nutual responsibilities;
amendi ng RCW 46. 61. 755, 46.61.770, 46.61.110, and 46.61.100; adding
new sections to chapter 46.61 RCW creating a new section; and
recodi fying RCW46. 61. 755 and 46. 61. 770.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds and declares that
mut ual responsibility is required by both bicyclists and notorists to

reduce accidents and conflicts between them This act is intended to
clarify such nmutual responsibilities so that bicyclists and notorists
may be better infornmed as to safe practices that will help reduce
accidents and conflicts between bicyclists and notori sts.

Sec. 2. RCW46.61.755 and 2000 ¢ 85 s 3 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) Every person riding a bicycle upon a roadway shall be granted
all of the rights and shall be subject to all of the duties applicable
to the driver of a vehicle by this chapter, except as to special
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regul ations in RCW 46.61. 750 through 46.61. 780 and except as to those
provisions of this chapter which by their nature can have no
appl i cation.

(2) Every person riding a bicycle upon a sidewalk ((er)),
crosswal k, or multiuse trail nust be granted all of the rights and is

subject to all of the duties applicable to a pedestrian by this
chapter. Every person riding a bicycle shall yield the right-of-way

to a pedestrian on a sidewal k, crosswalk, or nmultiuse trail or path;

however, the pedestrian is not relieved of the obligation to exercise

due care.

Subsection (2) clarifies that

bi cycl es have a duty to yield to
pedestrians on nulti-use paths,
simlar to sidewal ks and
crosswal ks.

Sec. 3. RCW46.61.770 and 1982 ¢ 55 s 7 are each anmended to read
as foll ows:

(1) Every person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at a rate of
speed less than the |l egal and nornmal flow of traffic at the particul ar
time and place shall, when traffic is present, ride as near to the

right side of the right through lane as is judged reasonably safe by

the bicyclist except as may be appropriate while preparing to make or
((white)) nmaking turning novenents, ((e—while)) transiting a
roundabout, overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle

proceeding in the sanme direction, or riding two or nore bicycles

abr east .
(2) Subject to the exception in subsection (1) of this section, a

person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at speeds |less than the

|l egal and normal flow of traffic shall, when traffic is present, nake

use of a paved shoulder of the roadway or any specially designated

bicycle lane, if such a | ane exists, and such use is reasonably judged

safe by the bicyclist.
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(3) Subject to the exception in subsection (1) of this section, a

person operating a bicycle upon a roadway or highway ((ether—than)),
excluding a limted-access highway, ((which—+roadway—or—highway)) that

carries traffic in one direction only and has two or nore narked
traffic lanes((+)) may ride in the left through lane, and when so

doing, shall ride as near to the left side of the left through |ane

and as the bicyclist reasonably judges is safe.

(4 Wen a bicyclist is being overtaken on the left and the |ane,

including any attached shoulder or bicycle lane, is w de enough for

the vehicle to pass the bicyclist at a safe distance, the bicyclist

shall ride as far to the right as reasonably judged safe by the

bicyclist to facilitate the overtaking.
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(5) Wien a bicyclist is being overtaken on the right and the | ane,

including any attached shoulder or bicycle lane, is w de enough for

the vehicle to pass the bicyclist at a safe distance, the bicyclist

shall ride as far to the left as reasonably judged safe by the

bicyclist to facilitate the overtaking.

(6) For the purposes of this section, "safe" includes a reasonabl e

space of pavenent on either side of the bicyclist, a position so as to

be seen and safe from opening vehicle doors and to avoid being passed

at less than a safe distance, and a surface that is free from hazards,

pavenent defects, and objects or materials, whether fixed or noveabl e,

that may obstruct travel, cause a collision or fall, or damage the

bi cycl e.

((€21)) (7) Persons riding bicycles upon a roadway shall not ride
nore than two abreast except when passing other bicycles or riding on

paths or parts of roadways set aside for the exclusive use of
bi cycl es.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. Notwi t hstanding the provisions of this
chapter including, but not limted to, the provisions on rights-of-

way, every driver of a notor vehicle shall exercise due care to avoid
colliding with any bicyclist and shall when necessary to avoid an
inmmnent or likely collision give warning by sounding the horn or an

appropriate verbal warning.

NEW SECTI O\. Sec. 5. (1) The driver of a notor vehicle
approaching a bicyclist or pedestrian that is on a roadway, shoul der,

or bicycle lane shall pass at a safe distance to clearly avoid com ng
into contact with the bicyclist or pedestrian, and shall not again
drive to the side of the roadway occupied by the bicyclist or
pedestrian wuntil safely <clear of the overtaken bicyclist or
pedestri an.

(2) A safe distance, with respect to passing bicyclists and
pedestrians, is as follows:

(a) Wien the notor vehicle speed is less than thirty-five mles
per hour, the driver of the notor vehicle shall maintain a m ni num of
three feet lateral separation between the closest part of the notor

vehicle and the closest part of the bicycle or pedestrian.

Code Rev/BP:crs 5 H- 0093. 4/ 11 4th draft



(b) Wien the notor vehicle speed is thirty-five mles per hour or
nore, the driver of the notor vehicle shall maintain a mninmum of five
feet lateral separation between the closest part of the motor vehicle
and the closest part of the bicycle or pedestrian to the extent that
it is reasonably feasible and safe; however, the nininmm distance of
| ateral separation nmust not be less than three feet.

(c) For the purpose of determning the distance of |ateral
separation, a mrror, trailer, or any object connected to or extended
from a motor vehicle or bicycle is considered part of the notor
vehi cl e or bicycle.

Sec. 6. RCW46.61.110 and 2005 ¢ 396 s 1 are each anmended to read
as foll ows:

The following rules shall govern the overtaking and passing of
vehicles proceeding in the same direction, subject to those
limtations, exceptions and special rules hereinafter stated:

(1) The driver of a vehicle overtaking other traffic proceeding in
the same direction shall pass to the left thereof at a safe distance
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and shall not again drive to the right side of the roadway until
safely clear of the overtaken traffic.

(2) The driver of a vehicle approaching a pedestrian or bicycle
that is on the roadway or on the right-hand shoul der or bicycle |ane
of the roadway shall pass to the left at a safe distance, as defined

in section 5(2) of this act, to clearly avoid comng into contact wth

the pedestrian or bicyclist, and shall not again drive to the right
side of the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken pedestrian or
bi cycli st.

(3) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permtted,
overtaken traffic shall give way to the right in favor of an
overtaking vehicle on audible signal and shall not increase speed
until conpl etely passed by the overtaking vehicle.

RCW 46. 61. 110 i s anended to
i nclude a cross reference to
the definition of “safe

di stance” contained in section
5(2).

Sec. 7. RCW46.61. 100 and 2007 ¢ 83 s 2 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) Upon all roadways of sufficient width a vehicle shall be
driven upon the right half of the roadway, except as foll ows:

(a) Waen overtaki ng and passing another vehicle proceeding in the
sane direction under the rul es governing such novenent;

(b) When an obstruction exists nmaking it necessary to drive to the
left of the center of the highway; provided, any person so doing shal
yield the right-of-way to all vehicles traveling in the proper
direction upon the unobstructed portion of the highway w thin such
di stance as to constitute an i rmedi at e hazard;

(c) Wen overtaking and passing a pedestrian or bicyclist in

conpliance with section 5 of this act;
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Subsection 1(c) clarifies that
notorists may cross the center line
when overtaking a bicyclist or
pedestrian, just as they are
currently allowed to do when avoi di ng
an obstruction such as a rock. This
addresses a concern of the truckers
that the existing | aw may not all ow
notorists to cross the center line to
pass a bicyclist or pedestrian.

(d) Upon a roadway divided into three marked |anes and providing
for two-way novenent of traffic under the rul es applicable thereon

((£4))) (e) Uon a street or highway restricted to one-way
traffic; or

((£e))) (f) Upon a highway having three lanes or |ess, when
approaching a stationary authorized energency vehicle, tow truck or
ot her vehicle providing roadside assistance while operating warning
lights wth three hundred sixty degree visibility, or police vehicle
as descri bed under RCW46.61. 212((2))) (1)(d)(ii).

(2) Upon all roadways having two or nore lanes for traffic noving
in the sanme direction, all vehicles shall be driven in the right-hand
lane then available for traffic, except (a) when overtaking and
passi ng another vehicle proceeding in the same direction, (b) when
traveling at a speed greater than the traffic flow, (c) when noving
left to allow traffic to nerge, or (d) when preparing for a left turn
at an intersection, exit, or into a private road or driveway when such
left turn is legally permtted. On any such roadway, a vehicle or
conbi nati on over ten thousand pounds shall be driven only in the
right-hand | ane except under the conditions enunerated in (a) through
(d) of this subsection.

(3) No vehicle towing a trailer or no vehicle or conbination over
ten thousand pounds nmay be driven in the left-hand lane of a limted
access roadway having three or nore lanes for traffic noving in one
direction except when preparing for a left turn at an intersection,
exit, or into a private road or driveway when a left turn is legally
permtted. This subsection does not apply to a vehicle using a high
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occupancy vehicle |[ane. A high occupancy vehicle lane is not
considered the left-hand lane of a roadway. The departnent of
transportation, in consultation with the Wshington state patrol,
shall adopt rules specifying (a) those circunstances where it is
permssible for other vehicles to use the left lane in case of
enmergency or to facilitate the orderly flow of traffic, and (b) those
segnents of limted access roadway to be exenpt from this subsection
due to the operational characteristics of the roadway.

(4) It is a traffic infraction to drive continuously in the left
| ane of a nultilane roadway when it inpedes the flow of other traffic.

(5) Upon any roadway having four or nore lanes for noving traffic
and providing for two-way novenent of traffic, a vehicle shall not be
driven to the left of the center line of the roadway except when
authorized by official traffic control devices designating certain
lanes to the left side of the center of the roadway for use by traffic
not otherwise permtted to use such lanes, or except as permtted
under subsection (1)(b) of this section. However, this subsection
shall not be construed as prohibiting the crossing of the center |ine

in mking a left turn into or froman alley, private road or driveway.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. The following sections are codified or
recodified in chapter 46.61 RCW under the subheading "bicyclist and

notori st mutual responsibilities":
(1) RCW46. 61. 755;
(2) RCW46.61. 770;
(3) Section 4 of this act; and
(4) Section 5 of this act.
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